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BIOGRAPHIC REGISTER 


The Biographic Register, Alargest and probably best known 
ILLEGIB ie sister, Alare _ is 


of the four Registers » nad its genesis in C.1I.G. Directive No. 


iE 16 of 1 November 1946, “Plans for Coordination of Biographic 


Intelligence." C.1I.G. 16 assigned responsibility for reporting 


biographic data, producing biographic intelligence and main-= 
taining supporting files on various categories of personalities 
among the agencies represented on the Intelligence Advisory 
Board. The State Department became responsible for political, 
cultural, sociological and economic personalities, and the 
military departments for individuals within their respective 
purviews. Scientific figures were assigned "to each agency as 
jointly agreed or in accordance with categoréés above." 
C.I.G. 16 went on to outline procedures for coordination of 
piographic activities in the field and also stipulated that "The 
ILLEGIB Director of Central Intelligence will undertake to exploit, for 


the benefit of C.I.G. and the departmental agencies, sources of 


iographic information from Government agencies not represented 

in the I.A.B.,aand will maintain such other biographic files within 
he C.I.G. as he 7 sca necessary to comply with the President's 
irective." (Gitp. 16) 


arly Days--The Scientific Responsibilit 


A few months later the Reference Center was established; in it was 


Riess the Blographic abe a Register, which 


49) «BR 
ould doh nsconts } A hl sn teat rachdoRegdapasd. BR was to remain in ILLEGIB 


existence until the reorganization of OCR on a geographical rather 


neEG Nee eee or Release 2001/13/04 - GIA RDPBA- éB¥SIRDIGTOBD SEs a, 7/0 


“Ho ‘Poreign aie 23 (so. 26); by late aaa it was aD to 73; samdoaqh corp 


ah 


ILLEGIB 


SECRET | 
‘No Foreign Disseal"t, early 1952 CIA's Office of Intelligence Coordination conducted 
Wt, On Lravestication.top—determine how the needa nf tha Acanaw fa, 


“atl, ee eg ky 


Approved For Release soot deh ics nade /P84-00951R000100010005-7 


(so. 27); in 1960, ( ); and in 1962, 169. (FY62 Ann. Rep.) 
It was then gradually reduced in size during various overall OCR 
personnel cuts to a 1967 figure of e ote ) 
Not long after the division of biographic responsibilities 
according to C.I.G. 16 it became apparent that coverage of 
. Sclentificipersonalities was being neglected. Therefore, on 25 
May 1948 NSCID-8 (old series) assigned to CIA as a service of 
common concern the primary responsibility for the maintenance of 
(NSCID-8) 
blographic data on foreign scientific and technical figures./ Within 
the Agency this responsibility fell to BR. 
Rithovak 


Over the next few years BR faced a mounting problem: rte 
common corfern mission was in the scientific and technical fields, 
re its primary mission was to serve the positive intelligence 
blographic requirements of CIA, and it received numerous requests 


from Agency offices for information on political, sociological 


Despite the requiremen that Stade, 
and cultural figures. rid ah 58 se? t mre maintain 


tot Bepartment 
data on such personalities, # had no official responsibility to 


ip rovide this information oto other government offices,and it 
insisted that it lacked the manpowir to service CIA's large volune 
of requests. BR therefore found it necessary to maintain a branch 
to cover nonscientific figures for the benefit of CIA. Efforts 
were made to obtain official sanction for expansion of Agency 
biographic responsibilities, but the results were limited: In 
Sepbember 1951 the IAC agencies agreed to enlarge the scope of 
CIA's biographic responsiblities to include persons of economic 
concern. (Zlotnick. primary source avail??) This did little to 
ameliorate BR's situation, and dissatisfaction with the arrangment iv 
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biographite inteLligenee on political, sociological and cultural 
personalities might be more effectively and efficiently met. As 
a result of this investigation, MMMbeputy Director 25X1A 
(Intelligence), CIA, and W. Park Armstrong, Jr., Special Assistant, 
Intelligence Department of State, signed an agreement on 5 
November 1982. State /BI agreed to provide complete biographic service 
to CIA on foreign political, sociological and cultural personalities, 
in return for which CIA agreed to make funds available t0 Stete/BI, 
in accordance with Section 6 (a), Public Law 110, computed on the 
basis of the additional costs incurred by State in servicing CIA 
ILLEGIB requests. (agreement) 
| It was determined that State/Bif would need 27 positions at an 
annual cost of $130,000 to discharge its new responsibilities, and 
from November 1952 through the end of FY-61, the position figures 
remmined unchanged, although the manpower costs increased con- 
siderably as the result of in-grade raises, pay raises and the 
like. During the 1952-61 period State steadily cut back on its 
pport to BI until by 1961 CIA was funding over 75 percent of BI's 


positions. State and CIA then reached a new agreement: All BI 


files and ave lefje personnel would be transferred to BR. == 


1961L--BR Goes Political 


SX1A 


BR assumdd administrative responsibility for BI's operations 
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on l July 1961; the physical merger was accomplished on 1 November 
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1961, after OCR's move to the new headquarters building. In the 
transfer BR acquired 100,000 dossiers (bringing its total to 


c.400,000), five million cards (for a total of c. nine million) and 
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clericals) were qualified and able to transfer to BR, however. An t 3 
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provide the newcomers with area and language knowledge through & 


' training courses and on-the-job experience. With the transfer of the State 
functions to BR, the Réskister's reqhest load increased 300 percent. 
Non-CIA requesters, originally sonetiaie about a thind of the 
ILLEGIB total, represented about half, with State the major customer. 
(report to PFIAB, 9 Apr 62) 
In October 1961 DCID 1/9 (new series), which in 1958 hed for 
the first time defined the respective reference and data exchange 
responsibilities of the USIB community biographic systems, was 
revised. The new version gave responsibility to CIA for maintenance 
of biographic information and production of biographiec intelligence 
on political, economic, scientific, technical, social and cultural 
personalities and to the Department of Defense for biographic 
dnewiaeenes on military personalities. Responsibility for the 
collection of biographic data remained as before: State would collect 


data on all but military figures and the Department of Defense would 


collect data for military figures and on scientific, td{qaical and 
economic personalities associated with activities of primary 
interest to the Department. (DCID 1/9) 

With the State biographic responsibility BR acquired a new 
status--it was assigned the Department symbol INR/CS/BR and given 
the authority to sign official Statt communications to the field 
(Airgrams, Telegrams, Official-Informal letters). Chapter 500, 
Vout ll, Bf the Foreign Affairs Manuak was revised to emphasize 
the continuing responsibility of the Foreign Service in the 


biographic field. BR subsequently worked as closely with the 


Foreign Service as had i 
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As noted above, BR was unable to concentrate solely on 


isclentific biographic data in the early 1950's. It had a 


Scientific Branch, but it also had a Regional Branch, which 
20.6§ gs Coe WA 
eook-care—of nonscientific figures. In addition, there was 


an Index Branch, which provided machine support bo the Register. 
qv2 _ BR aed thks 
fter the agreement with State ) LSE 52: 5 ‘the. | political files of 


ieweressent.to State, and the Register was reorganized into 


wo operational,or analytical, branches--Soviet and Non-Soviet-- 


nd a Support Branch. The Chief of BR at this time was John 
cul, pemt Jarvary 199) 


‘auiam in the operational branches tHS% the incoming documents 

erea analyzed, most of the decisions related to the processing 

hereof were made, and processing was begun. Thee, too, 

ustomer requests were generally received and retrieval was planned 

dad often undertaken. The branches consisted of five sections 3 
divided on a geographical basis. In the Soviet Branch were the 
USSR, Far/Near East/Africa and Satellite Sections; in the Non- 

25X1A Soviet brench Si (G/A) and Western Europe 
Sections. Because their/area coverage was limited, the USSR and 
G/A Sections were subdivided into units covering different areas 
of scientific specialization, such as life sciences or physical 
sStiences. The other three sections were subdivided by country 


assignments, with each analyst handling from one to 30 countries. BR Supolares 
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, ee The biographic analysts in eee eperetiunet 
“el egies were responsible for cataloguing all biographic 
and organizational information available; providing biographic 
information from the files or in written reports to fulfill az 
specific requirenents; producing and disseminating comprehensive 
reports and studies on individuals or categories as required ¢ 
/ developing and publishing biographic reference aids (Soviet 
Men of Seience, published in May 1952, contained data on some 


"VPtr at Chane 
18,000 persons; a second edition, in 1959, was to cover 


365000.) ; conducting liaison with other government agencies for 
the exchange of biographic informationz and materials; briefing 
officials of CIA and other IAC agencies on special and general 
biographic requirements; answering miscellaneous questions, such 
as correct spelling or transliterationg of a name, title of an 
individual, or identification of an organization; and 
arranging for the Support Branch to provide various machine 
listings of individuals in specified categories , {fax based on 
xufm data recorded on punched cards (for exemple i 25X1A 
physicists working for the USSR; biological warfare specialists 
in Western Europe; personnel associated with thi 25X1A 
shipbuilding industry; members of the Soviet Academy of Sciences) 


dr Intellofax tapes that listed basic data on selected individtals. ey 
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The Support Branch provided Tunct ional support to the 


Claes A, eh 


two area branches. It was- dtvided-tinto the Classification 
Section, where codes were assigned to the index words selec-~ 


ted by analysts in the Operational branches; the Machine 

bach -entevect the Coed coaTiea. sowie’ TEM Candas Que Ltr 
section the Master File, where the dossier holdings were ide & Ake 
ILLEGIB Cardo, 


located; and the Sovbloc Bibliographic File. & PR Supilon ) 
The branch was responsible for identifying and classifying 


by category lthiographic and organizational data; maintaining 


dossiers and card records by individual and by category; 
preparing a machine index that permitted selection and Listing 
by one or more categories; maintaining a comprehensive file of 
foreign publications containing biographic information; preparing 


by Intellofax reproduction copies of "Who's Who" information 25X1A 


o 
cards; and providng support to editorial boards for official 
oO 
forms and correct spelling of names » Organiaations and — 
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BRM agic ft Tanee sos were to supply information on those 


Nain, 


categories of individuals for which it was ee 


conduct liaison with other agenetes a gene exchange oF bio- 

graphic data and materials e ae ecdridinate CIA requirements for 
levying on the Foreig ig Séirrice Cade and..to brief @&Axmnt 
Rina Km y ae of CIA and other ae 
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The role of BR in the intelligence community was publicized 


both through everyday analyst to analyst contact and through a 
program of briefings and lectures. Division representatives 
spoke at many of the regularly scheduled OTR courses, and BR 
was often included on the program planned for groups visiting 
the Agency. BR personnel, particularly at the senior levels, 
regularly Petea sign abroad to brief Agency, State and 
Defense officials on collection requirements and on services 


BR could provide in return. Several persons went iii 


. during the 1950's to exploit unique biographic collections ;FS 


aa and arrange for continued BR support to the field. From 


25X1A to 196 of BR was detailed to fill an OCI slot in 


BA Ey 
oa Stratoste ACSC; MMMM ore, vite perforaing 4 


valuable support role to the Branch, he unearthed a significant 


quantity of material of interest to headquarters i 
FY¥LO Aynuan 


files and those of other US agency components., In June 1963 
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25X1A e still held as of 1967. ‘'\ 
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What Comes fn Must Go Somewhere Sob hbed 
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Information flowed into BR from hyeceenemama government eee ye 
PAE 
intelligence and obher rescohs. unpublished government-con- BR: 9\ 
sow ‘\ 
trolled data and oman source meberial. It took the form of 0. > : 
ILLEGIB documents, cards, books, newspapers, periodicals, nonannual i 
j 


publications and microvilm. To control this information su 


mz BR had to have a number of 


files and a carefully thought out input philosophy. 


The input philosophy BR developed was as follows! 

1. Attempt to index each collection of raw data received 

about a personality in as mich detail as time and other 

circumstances permitted. 

2. Attempt to link (identify) each new report on a 
personality with information previously stored on that 

person. 

3. Attempt to unitize the perionalidty information into 

discrete files by conversion of incoming documents using 

any sultable method--extracting, abstracting, reproduction, ILLEGIB 

cut and paste, etc. 


4, Attempt to prepare as many master record summaries as 


possible when processing data into the system. &) be, 
Using this philosophy, analysts in various area sections processed 


their incoming data into several files. Over the years, changes in 


ILLEGIB 


mission, collection reguizements, T/O end budget restrictions, changes 


inthe administretion and rsorganizations, and, principally, the 


sce 


changing demands of whe consumers val contributed to the establish- 


ment and destruction or conversion of numerous files. 
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The primary files. existing in the early 1950's would, 
outlive the [Pec ishey PEG by 
however, ,continugnto exist -bhrousheut-theckitemt= herRepie teria rks Cea 


These were the Dossier File » Bkk the Card File and the Sovbloc /46 hy 
proraarncilaays 
ILLEGIB Bittflographic File. oO 


(one--and accasionally more--per person) 
The personality dossiers, kept in the Master File, could 


be either fod lders containing hard-copy data or McBee Keysort 


cards containing extracted data. For each dossier certain 

fas 

information was coded and punched into IBM cards, which could 

jater be used to obtain various machine listings. The dossiers 

4 hemselves were 2%hiadmimommex assigned numbers and filed in 

numerical order; machine Listings of the daossieré/vere provided 
biographic satrap vguusunss GE Be 

to the/analysts(for_ each country: pine files inherited from 


State in 1961 wexexfkiet had been filed alphabetically, with 


ue 


no information available for machine retrieval. Some of these 
dossiers filing 


Rikez were converted to the numerical /system, though little 
was applied tg 


oN 
indexing ef the material they contained ,wasaememm dene. Other 


inherited dossiers, primarily on Latin American and Near East/ 
Pha wr! ) 
African personalities, remained under alphabetical\control, with 


no coding at all done. 
If information received on an individual was not sufficient 


for a dossier, if the names were not important enough to index 


ILLEGIB in detail, or if the material arrived in card form, the 
manually controled 
repository was the/Biographic Card File, wekekxxasx fied 
also manually coutvol'ee } 
The Sovbloc Bibliographic Card File, Pie ae cards obtained 


from special contract operations and consisting of references to 


JO ATTE oTyderSoT Taq &@ Vey pepusemMMODeT Yot 


OFFTWSTOS Y@TAOG 


or abstracts from publications of foreign scientists. These cards 


were filed by the author's name and by his ofganizational 


Fond wot OT wel 
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ILLEGIB a articles and books be established within the Agency, and that 


this file be arranged by the name of author and institutional 


affiliation of author. The responsibility for establishing and 
developing this file of scientific literatuue was assigned to 
BR. The Sovbloc Biblio File, and similar files established for 
other areas, eventually developed into an important, and in 
"some instances the only source of biographic and bibliographic 


information on foreign sttentists. By 1960 the Sovbloc 


25X1A 


BR System Description, except for final clause) 
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Lesser files included the following: 
Category Files--manuel files maintained by individual area 
desks and varying in organization, fomat and depth of coverage. 
They listed such information as occupants of diplomatic or 
high-level government positions and leaders of mass organizations. 
Background Folders--manual files containing information on 
selected subjects and organizations used primarily as reference 
material by the individual analysts. 
ILLEGIB Name-Indexed-to-Document Files--specialized files established 


by machine indéxing of selected éocuments. Files of punch cards 


were maintained for each such file, and updated machine Listings 
were supplied periodically. The documents themselves were either 
filed in separate document files, usually chronologically, or were 


incorporated into the dossier or card files. 


25X1A 
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What Can We Do for You, Sir or Madam? 


BR put its collection of filesto good use tn providing 
a wide range of services to the intelligence communi try: 
complete narrative reports or summaries of information in 
answer to specific requests; automatic reporting on 
certain significant figures; telephonic answers to urgent 
questions; file material for study within BR as well as 
retention copies of documents; reproductions offuthor tate 
bibliographic items fram Goel ERi co. panel ‘Ttteratuvee 
/ dating from 1948; machine-selected biographic briefs on scientific 
/ and technical personalities; and various machine listings. 
ILLEGIB With-every-Veaiy Bs BR's services became more widely 


known, requests for those services increased in volume. In 


FY 1962, after the consolidation of the Agency in one building, 


there was a 180 percent increase over the previous year in xeq 
requesters visiting BR. (OCR Annual Report Fy-62) With the 
takeover of State biographic responsibilities in 1961 BR assumed 
@ new pattern of response oriented toward current intelligence and 
quick-reactions support in answering requests the total number of 


which had increased about 300 percent over that of the previous ILLEGIB 


year. (OCR Annual phone FY-63) 
WSEOT eat | my aneoet os, and Whi te ttovse Suppert 


Gi f- 2qn aH ser eh Treaties Keto a S86 epee eer eer be 
NERT os potttdad-stennll! BR expanded ibs support of US personnel attendi 
z PA 


conferences by producing biographies of individuals attendng 


all ictits of international gatherings, not just scientific and 
Oe CAGE pie » ow 
technical. Amador annual project was the preparation of a 
On forage, helen at? o/ 
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General Assembly sessions. fhe Register also became involved. 
in support to the White Héiise, contributing biogravhic sketches 
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0 BRIBRING BOOKS PREPARED BY OCI on high-level foreign visitors 


to Washington or on persons whom high-level US officials traveling 


ILLEGIB 


abrfla might meet. (Prior to 1961 State had produced such 


biographies.) {OCI N 50-61) 
Task Fevers. 
‘The Register participated in task forces on Vietmen, Cuba, 


Haiti, the Dominican Republic and China, contributing enormous 
quantities of biographic material in some cases. For instance, 
in 1962 the Latin American Section produced a directory of Cub 
diplomatic 
personnel abroad, which could be used to Locate potential sourc 
a directory of Cuban Government officials; and, on a 2=wekk cra 
Qe tate 


basis during the Cuban missile crisis, «ENS vomame pubtiedptio 


containing 1,374 ST ee on persons who might have 


qualified for Cuban Government posts had Cattro been overthrown 

(Shokan Lest=named~publ:buat ionaken-vas-accompanted=by-e-fifth— 
emdividuals. 

wadanie=-an occupational index to the? personalities. eee the 

1965 Dominican Republic crisis the respmsible desk operated almost 

around the clock answering urgent requests capex E00 per mobbh 

in the early postrebellion period) and preparing biographies of 

individuals who emerged "out of the woodwork” into positions of 

leadership. (Sig. Accomp. 65-66) BR also played an active role 

with groups studying the succession problems in the USSR, 


Communist China and Nationaiist China. 


The greatest consumer of BR services was the aan 


“UGS Wer 
the DD/P, Once refinakhby 7 Pt Ni as ay elle 4 c 
‘expanded beyone the Scientific Cield + 
dombo-cupport.dts..operationsa The heaviest non-Agency load 


ee 


ee 

_. 2 
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was from the State Department, particularly after 1961. Although z & 
Q 3 
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"political"--a case especially true in many countries of Latin 
America, Africa and Asia, where the leaders of the government 
came from the military. in many cases, therefore, the Department 
of Defense (and later the Defense intelligence Agency), though 
responsible under DCID 1/9 for all military personalities, came 


to BR for information on such persons and foind more there than 
CIA officials per toric ally Suggested — without Success ~ 
in its own iyeecar BR assume Vespensibitity cor mil itary 
ILLEGIB a PLB ek figures, thus becomiue, the real bicqraphic. center 
TH €aF1ly"1967 BR became the guiding light of a new program-- OF ‘he 


| (PLBRL) Government, 
the Potential Leaders Biographic Reporting List/Program. This 


, 
ye: 


program was developed through extensive interagency phanning and 
Ga 


@rdination to overcome noticeable Wns RES icehatantoaain 
the biographic ere lack of data on empging leaders in 
foreign countries, particularly the developing nations. Thesé™* 
eee s had become dramatically evident in the mid-1960's, 
when a series of sudden coups or other gowernmental changes had 
catapulted to power groups of leaders on whom BR and other 
biographic repositories in Washington could supply little or 
‘no information to the US policymakers who clamored for it. 

The Lack of data in BR could nordty be blamed on BR, which 
Merely acceplecl And made. use af what ethers matlecteQ . 


Aida-notedO-dits..own-collection. The intelligence communitry 


therefore developed the PLBRL Program to provide a cooninated 


approach to the collection of information on these emerging 

leaders. It called for preparation, and periodic revision, of 

a target list of potential leaders for each country by the 

Country Team, and coordinated collection of eeceaseas data on 

. the target personalities by Foreign Service, Pesasinent of 

25X1A : Defense Se sisi receipt of the 
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 gutdance,. soliciting avprovriate contributions from State /INR, 
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ILLEGIB - Gone (CA-5700) . The program was destined to become an ever 
more valuable addition to these eh programs already 
in egistence. By the end of hy 196%, TT PLBRLs had been 
received from the field; BR had coordinated community 
responses to 10 of these country lists, surveyed biographic 
holdings on the personalities involved, and communicated 
its findings to the appropriate Embassies and Legations for 


action (Aug. 1967 contrib. to PFIAB) 
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(Publications 


Almost from the beginning of its existence BR issued 


ILLEGIB 


ublications containing biographic information on setentif 
d technical EST ea et ere oe me adeneG unfinis 
ntelligence publications, and included ie Report, Bulleti 
eference Aid series. The revised DCID 1/9 of 1961 charge 
IA with the ae for the production of biographic 

sha s THE Sac anes @ 
ntelli enee--the a ates office to receive such a 
mandate--and the Register's issuances were thereafter classé 
as finished (tet rtacnes publications. These Staluded-the 
Biographic Intelligence Bulletin (CR-BB ) on individuals of 
current intelligence interest, and the Biographic inteitieenes 
saa (cR-BR) on groups of personalities of intelligence 
interest. In addition, there were Biographic Reference Aids (CR=BA), 
which consisted of directories of government and party officials 


in Communist countries, organizational studies and other 


NN 
1 ist-type Seer a 


was Chiefs of State and Cabinet Members of Foreign Governments. 


State/BI had published this volume on an irregular basis, thus (7) 
diminishing its teen Meds, but BR found thet by the use of BAM 
techniques it could make Chiefs of State a month y, pubdicatdon . 

Demand for this publication more than doubled in its first & 


4 years--from 568 copies kaxk of the August 1962 issue to 1443 


In Jame 196), by order of the DD/I, six categories of pub- 
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lications were established as DD/I standards for all finish ' ee. 
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“iin. intelligence publicationg§ issued by offices within the Directorate. 
, fissebhe 1S 
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Biographic Intelligence Briefs; and the Reference Aids as 
pivit W §- 190-6 J 
Biographic Research Aids. J a “L966 the categories were further We 


reduced, and after that all finished biographic publicetions 
Reape ers 
ow 


\ were issued as DD/I Intelligence Memorandums. The Research Aids, 25X1A 
‘ A 


whlch aah 
~ mn did not meet the definition of "finished intelligence" as 


ectablisheds-end=they were subsequently produced as OCR Referenc 


Or A ee 
Souvet 4 


ILLEGIB 


sate ol 


Aids. 
In August 1966 the D/CR (Vance) and the D/OCI (BE. Drexel 
Godfrey) signed an agreement providing for the coordintion 
between OCR and OCI i all finished biographic sabe itneerce 
Memo 16/8) 


publications. ABR analysts also coordinated some - publications 


with other appropriate offices, such as OER and OSI. 

Some examples of early BR publications were) the-fottowimer 
Soviet Men of Science( the first edition, published in 1952, 
boneataed data on some 18,000 persons; the second, in 1959, data on 


‘over 45,000) 


25X1A. ; EE «22s _and Technicians in the USSR (1955) 
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After 1961 the character of BR's publications changed ILLEGIB 
No lougey oviewka stiictia te wenvcl Sciaubl ge trqures : 

considerably. ~ fhe Register published its Exexx Bulletins 

(later Briefs) and Reports in response to requests of the 


Department of State and standing requirements of the 


intelligence community for reports on poxmek prominent 
figures who had been appointed to (or were contending for) 
Significant positions at home or abroad. ee oie iene 
were oriented primarily toward the Western world. Some 
country analysts found themselves Bard pressed to keep up 
with their production responsibilities--for example, between 


July 1964 and December 1966 four separate publications were 


ILLEGIB 


Some of the Bulletins, Briefs and Reports produced in 
the 1960's were the following: 


Delegates, 16th Session, United Nations Generel eral Assembly, 


N 
were? September 1961 SSS 
AX Fy 


—lesding Cusan Personalities 
Haitian Opposition Personalities 
The New Italian {Canbodian, Guatemalan, Bolivian, ete ey Cabinet _ 


The Sudanese Communist Party Central Committee V 


Revolutionary Council of Algeria 


Brazilian Gubernatorial Elections _ 


Biographies of Eritrean Dissidents 


_New Pall Members CPSU Central Committee | 


—pelected Personalities, Republic of Vietnam n_(ovey 200 brogva ghies ) 


SEGRE. 
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Another type of publication for which BR assumed 
responsibility after the transfer from State was the director 
S¥pparty and government officials in Communist countries. The 
directories, published as Research (later Reference) Aids, Sangy; 
were regponsive to the Hoge Semente of DDP, DDI/ocrI and t he Vv 
Foreign Service. Still another Ae the monthly Appearances 
of Soviet Leaders, the responsibility for which was transferred batt 4 
to BR from the Radio Propaganda Brench The original iv STATSPEC 
request for this; publication had come from the Chief of DDP}s 
SR Division, but the list also served OCT » State and many other 
users. An Appearances of Shines Leading Chinese Communist LU“ / 


Personalities had been published by State mf and after 1961 


was expanded by BR at the request of OCI. (Pubs. of BR, 7 Mar 66) 
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cele 


SECRET 
No Foreign Dissen 


Approved For Release 2001/12/04 : CIA-RDP84-00951R000100010005-7 


2/ 


Approved For Release 2001/1 2/04" CIA:RDPB4-00951 R000100010005-7 
NO. P.O hoe 


In 1963 BR began publication of another major series-- 


phe 


ILLEGIB the Biographic Handbooks (BH). The BY succeeded the Key f pal i : 
Personalities (KP) chapter of the NIS and contained finished 


blographies on the leaders of each country. It was updated 


vo} 
fe periodically, either by rewriting reports already included or ” 
by adding new reports. The major advantage of such a scheduled 


biographic publication program was that such production often tt 
& p ie ay 
anticipated field requirements or provided vied iets BR 2 Peas he 
ft i ; ere: Fy 1965 Nia EAA #1 * oe Wet. 
response to BA Sd A ene esd amen RENEE: A Ge has Dace é by WTI form 
B eee ee EY 6 Vat bnetdl hoadafl Cauptanaene engine Ahk éH ie 
- Mamie Riougitte bo Reece Laetntun wiles. 
The KP program was originally administered by the State 


ie enna , 
Department, but BR assumed the responsibility fem ike pre- PAR 
9687) 
euettor-of—che- KR along with State's other biographic duties 
in 1961. Final decisions regarding scheduling, length and 
editing of the KP reports » however, rested with OBI » the ¥ 


wwedepavtrnen tod 
acoordinating office for the entire NTS. This greatly delayed 


publication of a KP--often to the point where much of itz was 
obsolete. 


Tn April 1963 the AD/CR (Borel) succeeded in having dommmiz 


BR made the £esponsibles ‘inti Pra ai 


m offite,for providing scheduled 


biographic reports to components of the government that previously 
£25 178 


relied on the KP. ‘The ACM em et approved the 


action on the grounds that biographic intelligence is not basic 


intelligence and that BR, by virtue of its methods and capa- 


) *seTrgunoo********uo paysttqnd usaeq 
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ILLEGIB bilities, could automatically provide updating inerments to 


oy issued country handbooks as a by-product of its routine 


( 


roduction., erie smed” 
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Progress Toward All-Source Concept 
came to be 


Onee solidly established, BR's files xmexe/regarded 
as the nation's mime best single collection of biographic 
f “~ 
data on prominent foreign personalities. panes ‘ it 


seldom appeared to be necessary to seek informeibon else- 


ILLEGIB 


where, and BR analysts relied on their own files to answer 
requests unless specifically asked to look elsewhere. In 
1965, however, the D/CR : cez< concerned that a 
customer requesting biographic data from BR or from the 
Special Register (SR) might not be getting a total respons 


He therefore instructed analysts in both Registers to 


coordinate the OCR response to a request among all approp- 
riate components unless immbxmmbem the requester instructed 


him not to do so. (memo D/CR to C/BR & C/SR, 9/65) 
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